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Institute for Christian Impact (ICI) 

 Summary of ICI Consultative Webinar held on March 25, 2021.  

Theme: Righteousness and Justice in a Time of Crisis: What Does 

the Lord Require of the Church? 

 

                        Keynote Speaker:                 Prof. Mrs. Oluwafunmilayo J. Para-Mallam 

                        Respondent                          Dr. Mrs.  Angela Dwamena- Aboagye 

                        Chairman:                            Rev. Dr. Fred Deegbe 

                        Moderator:                           Mr. Victor Obeng 

 

On 25th March 2021, the Institute for Christian Impact organized its first consultative webinar for the year 

2021 on the         theme “Righteousness and Justice in a Time of Crisis: What Does the Lord Require of 

the Church?” The webinar was held under the distinguished chairmanship of Rev. Dr. Fred Deegbe, the 

senior pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Ghana. 

The keynote speaker for the occasion was Prof. Mrs. Oluwafunmilayo J. Para-

Mallam, a Professor of Gender and Development. Prof. Para-Mallam shared 

extensively on the theme, and some practical relation between Righteousness and 

Justice.  

She explained that Righteousness can be imputed or imparted. Imputed 

righteousness is external, it comes through faith in Jesus Christ.  Imparted righteousness 

is the righteousness of the growing soul before God, imbibed internally. Justice, she 

asserted, can be distributive and redistributive. Distributive justice is the fair and equitable 

distribution of resources among diverse people groups in such a way that all human beings 

can enjoy to the fullness the God-given riches and wealth that he has endowed the world with. Redistributive Justice is the 

just recompense or reward for conduct, be it misconduct or proper conduct. These two elements are central to who 

God is and are inextricably linked to him.  She explained that Righteousness and justice is not just intrinsic to who 

God is but is the centrality of God. Righteousness and justice, again she explained, is about who we are and what 

we do as Christian on Earth (Proverb 21:3, Amos 2: 25). She said that as Christians, one could not live one and 

leave the other out. (Jeremiah 9:24).  Loving one another and living according to the word of God in ways everyone 

feels included is what is expected of Christians. Stating the recent events of George Floyd and the End SARS protest 

in Nigeria, she said occurrences such as these bring to bear the hurt of humanity which has existed from time 

immemorial. 
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From Isiah 58:1-14, she emphasized God’s expectation and intent for Righteousness and Justice for his children, 

that they will take heed to Righteousness and Justice. Workers/employees, wrongfully imprisoned, oppressive 

systems, the hungry, the homeless, the naked and needy relatives are specifically identified in that passage as the 

objects of God’s righteousness. This shows how important being Righteous and Just is to God. She challenged the 

church and Christians at large in Africa to model justice to our broken world, paying particular attention to our 

children, youth, women, and the influence of the media. She ended her talk by encouraging the church to 

acknowledge, create awareness and act. She called the church to reframe her theology of justice and righteousness 

by putting in place interventions that could protect the vulnerable, youth and the children. She suggested 

interventions such as developmental funds for special needs; critical skills development for the youth; information 

dialogue and mentorship programs; influencing policy decisions and creating support groups to encourage women 

to break the silence on injustice, abuse, and violence. 

                                                        

The respondent for the day, Dr. Mrs. Angela Dwamena-Aboagye, a Christian lawyer 

 and the Executive Director of The Ark Foundation, Ghana, in her response, emphasized 

that Righteousness, Justice and Love together are the fulcrum of our Christianity.  She 

explained that true Justice of God is defined and used interchangeably with Righteousness 

in some versions of scripture. She further stated that the core mandate of the Church and 

Christians in shepherding one another does not change in times of crisis rather Christians 

are to rise in such moments to be who God requires them to be on earth. (Matt. 28: 19-20; 

Ezekiel 34; Isaiah 42-3; Matt 25: 34-36; Micah 6:8). Bringing her response to a close, she 

challenged Christians and the Church to push frontiers in acting in obedience as it is in times 

like these in our communities that people need love, counselling, care, and comfort from 

the church due to bereavement and loss of business.  She challenged the church to deal with the issues that Christians 

encounter bearing in mind “It is not about Covid time, but it is God’s time which is all the time if we are willing.” 

 
 

Both speakers strongly emphasized that Righteousness and Justice is the nature of God. They therefore 

encouraged Christians to stand for justice for the weak, the disenfranchised, and marginalized regardless 

of their religion as all people are image- bearers of God. 

  

These two sessions were followed by an interactive session moderated by Rev. Dr. Joshua Settles. 

The following three questions were raised for participants to deliberate on: 

1) How does what you have heard on issues of righteousness and justice relate to your context. Please 

give examples.  

 

2) Give examples of how any church in your context has lived out righteousness and justice in 

relation to the poor and vulnerable. What more can be done? 

 

3) What are 2 or 3 things you can personally do practically in response to the issues raised in the 

session today? 

Participants moved into breakout rooms for reflection and discussion on the above questions. They 

regrouped and representatives of the various groups gave feedback on their discussions.  

The Chairman, Rev. Dr. Fred Deegbe gave the closing remark.  Mr. Victor Obeng, on behalf of the ICI, 

gave the vote of thanks. He expressed gratitude to everyone present. The Consultative Webinar ended 

with a closing prayer by Rev. Emmanuel Ahlijah 
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